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COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE ADVISORY

Use of Methyl Bromide as a Pesticide

Dear (Contact name),

Non-Responsive

EPA Responds to Incident that Leaves Four People IlI on St. John
EPA Working with U.S. Virgin Islands Government on Ongoing Investigation
The EPA is working closely with the U.S. Virgin Islands government to investigate an
incident reported to the U.S. Virgin Islands government and EPA on March 20, 2015.
Paramedics responded to a call that a family of four staying in Cruz Bay, St. John became
very ill. Family members were subsequently hospitalized. The EPA is looking into whether
the family was made 1ll by a pesticide called methyl bromide, which was used by Terminix to
fumigate a unit at the resort on March 18, 2015. The use of methyl bromide in the U.S. is
restricted due to its acute toxicity. Only certified applicators are allowed to use it and it is not
authorized for indoor residentraé usesbleadtheffoetstof/acute: gxposure to methyl bromide are
serious and include central nervous system and respiratory system damage. The EPA 1s
continuing to work with the U.S. Vlrgm Islands government and others to gather mformatmn
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